Jonathan Harriman Hale
and
Olive Boynton

[Usually when writing the history of an ancestor, it is difficult to find enough information
to "paint the whole picture.” With]onathan, we have been blessed to have a book written about him
and his family, as well as his service in the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-clay Saints. The prol)lem,
therefore, is in selecting the higlllig'llts that will tell the story of this faithful Couple and do them the
honor tlley cleserve.]

While many of the details of our ancestors in their youth are lost to
history, enoug’h information exists to know that the home of Solomon and
Martha Harriman Hale proviclecl a cong’enial and desirable atmosphere for
raising their family. Tlley seemed to have a fairly larg’e estate in Bradford
(now Groveland), Massachusetts. Tlley had a {amily of eig’llt children, two
L)oys and six g’irls. Jonat}lan was the fourth child, born 1 Fel)ruary 1800.
Since there were only two Loys, Jonathan staye(l at the family home 1ong’er
than was usual at that time, to llelp in worlzing' the family farm. He was in his
twenty-fourth year when he set out on his own. Leaving his lifelong’ home in
Bradfor(l, he settled in Dover, New Hampshire, about 40 miles to the north.
This was in Septeml)er 1824. He went into the ]outchering’ business with
Stephen Palmer, his sister's husband.

Jonathan must have carried on a courtship with Olive Boynton while
still in Bradfor(l, as they were wed on 1 Septeml)er 1825. Olive was the
daug’hter of Eliphalet and Susannah Nichols Boynton, the second of four
children. Olive also was born in Bradford, on 13 June 1834. Following their
marriage in Bradford, the newlywe(ls established their home in Dover, New
Hampshire. Their first child, Sarah died the (lay she was born. Their second
cllilcl, our ancestor Aroet Lucius Little Hale, was born 18 May 1828 in Dover.
Following’ his birth, the family moved back to their hometown of Bradford.
Their third child, Rachel Johnson Savory Hale, was born there on 27 August
1829.

In the month of March 1831, the family returned to Dover, New

Hampshire. In Jonatllan's journal, he states that he went to the Fox Islands
to purc}lase a ship load of sheep. We presume he and his brother-in-law were
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Luying’ and selling’ livestock, principally beef and mutton. This business
continued until 31 March 1835.

During the Spring of 1834, missionaries came into the neig’ht)orhood,
])earing’ the astouncting’ message of ang’els, g’olcl plates, and the restoration of
the g’ospel of Jesus Christ. Olive and Jonathan attended their meetings,
listened, discussed, held in their hands the Book ofMormon which tl‘ley were
permittect to reacl, and tlley prayect. Two hearts were touched - two minds
were illuminated with understanding - two souls were convinced of the truth -
and Jonathan and Olive were ]:)aptiZecl into the Church on the 13th of June
1834. The ordinance was administered 1)y Elder Gladden Bishop, President
of the Branch of the Church at Westtielct, N.Y.

Jonathan had a t)urning' testimony, and a desire to share it with friends
and tamily. Within two months there were enoug’h members for a Branch to
be org’anized. Elder Bishop ordained ]onathan an Elder and appointed him
President of the Branch at Dover. He held this position until April 1835.

In due course, a very natural thing’ developect in Jonathan, and that was
an insatiable desire to meet the Prophet Joseph Smith, about whom he had
heard so much. He left Dover on 10 April 1835 and headed for the Church
headquarters in Kirtland, Ohio. He joine(l his cousins, Henry Harriman and
Jonathan Holmes, and tog’ether they made the ls-day journey to Kirtland.
They found the Prop}let to be a handsome young man about 30, tall and
athletic in appearance, with a magnetic personality, approachable and lzin(].ly,
strong in his convictions and confident in his position. He received the three
strangers as lorotl'lers, took them into his conticlence, and administered not
only to their pl’lysical needs, but gave them the kind of food their souls
hung’ere(l for. Jonathan recorded in his ]ournal at the time that he had there
"received many ]olessing’s," but did not enumerate them except to say that one
of them was a Patriarchal Blessing’ given to him l)y Joseph Smith Sr.

The integrity and abilities of Jonathan were immecliately recog’niZecl lay
the Prophet and his associates. Within a week he was called to go on a short
mission to the Eastern States with the Apostles. (It is noted here that the
Quorum of Twelve was not org’anized until Fe])ruary 1835. This, theretore,
was the first mission of the Quorum.) They left 4 May 1835 and took a
steamer to New York where they preached for some time. [Part of their travels
included a stay at the home of Elder Heman Hycte, another of our ancestors.|
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Jonathan and Thomas B. Marsh then left on a two-week trip to Palmyra and
Hill Camorah. They visited the home of Martin Harris at this time. On 8
June 1835 he returned to his home in Dover, having’ traveled 1550 miles

during’ those two months.

About six weeks later he was called to meet with the Apostles again, and
traveled extensively with them, transporting them with his team and wagon.
He had traveled about 440 miles on this mission. When he returned llome,
he settled his business affairs and then moved his {amily back to Bradford,
lived with his wife's parents, and assisted them in selling’ their property. This
was done prior to June 1836.

While there, they were blessed with the birth of their fourth cllilcl, a son,
which they named Alma Helaman Hale. He was born 24 April 1836. Two
months later, Jonathan, Olive and their children loeg’an the 750-mile trip to
Kirtland, where the Prophet had asked the saints to g’atller. Olive's sister,
Clarissa and her husband Henry Harriman also made the trip with them. For
the ]oal)y Alma, t}ley made a bed in a little basket tied to the wagon bows, like
a hammock. He had a very comfortable trip.

]onathan imme(liately set about to build a home for his {amily as well
as attend to his Church duties. During the winter of 1836-7 he was ordained
to the office of Seventy and was made a member of the Third Quorum of
Seventy. In April 1837 he received the ordinances of the Temple as far as
they were proviclecl at that time. On April 0, 1837, he met in the Temple with
the Saints in a Solemn Assemloly. The full endowment was never
administered in the Kirtland Temple. In November 1836 Olive received her
Patriarchal lalessing’ ])y Josepl‘l Smith Sr.

In May 1837, Elder Wilford Woodruff and Jonathan were called on a
mission to the Eastern States, Canada, and the Fox Islands. Jonathan had
provi(le(l a comfortable home in Kirtland for his family. The {amily of Wilford
Woodruff staye(l with Olive while Jonathan and Wilford were on their

missions.

The Elders traveled most of their mission on foot, using the canal
system when available. They also used a train in New York, traveling 80 miles
in five hours. They held con{erences, healed the siclz, l)aptizecl, and met other

missionaries who were on their way to their fields of labor. Jonathan spent a
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full month preaching’ and visiting his {amily members in the Bradford area.
He rejoice(]. to be with his family, but was unable to persua(le any of them to
join the Church. Olive's parents did not join, but others of her {amily
members accepted the g‘ospel.

Elders Woodruff and Hale made history as they left Portland, Maine for
the Fox Islands. Tlley not only were the first missionaries to the Fox Islands,
but the first missionaries in this dispensation to any islands of the sea.
Jonathan l)aptizecl Capt. Justus Eames and his wife Betsy. These were the
first l)aptisms he performecl, as well as the first l)aptisms into the Church on
the islands of the sea. The two Elders spent a total of 42 days on the Islancls;
tl'ley had covered the entire territory with their earnest preaching’ and fervent
testimonies. Elder Hale had laaptiZe(l nine and Elder Woodruff two, malzing’
eleven new converts to the Church. They left for the mainland on 2 October
1837. He and Elder Woodruff had travel 2000 miles in their labors. They

parte(l company and ]onat}lan again went to visit {amily members before

returning to Ohio on 28 October 1837.

Jonathan and his {amily rejoice(l at Leing’ tog’ether again, especiauy since
he felt his efforts were needed with his family and his personal affairs. In just
a few weeks he was called ]oy the Prophet to another mission to the southwest
area of Ohio. On 2 Jan 1838 he left for this mission. Several weeks later, on
Fel)ruary 12, Elder Hale received a letter from his wife stating that the
Prophet and Sidney Rigdon had fled for their lives from Kirtland on January
12. Their enemies had burned the printing office and had taken many
prisoners. This was alarming' news, and Jonathan felt he should return
immediately to Kirtland. They were about 100 miles from home. They left
the next morning, Tuesday, traveled all one nig’ht and were able to reach
Kirtland Friday nig’ht at 11:00. This was Fel)ruary 16, 1838. He found his
family all well. Even thoug’h his mission was cut short, he had spent 46 days
in the field and traveled 399 miles, holcling’ meetings once and sometimes
twice daily.

In early March, it was determined that the Saints would move as a
camp, to Missouri. A constitution was drafted consisting of rules governing
the organization and the movement in g’eneral. ]onathan was appointe(]. a
treasurer and purchasing agent. Because of the dire poverty of the Saints,

opposition from members within the Church, depression of the members over
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these con(litions, as well as other con(litions, it was no small task for ]onat}lan

to rea(].y his tamily as well as raise money to provicte for all the Saints to leave.

On the 6th of July 1838 the caravan left Kirtland. The camp consisted
of 529 souls, 96 horses, 22 oxen, 68 cows, 59 wagons, and about 33 tents,
with provisions. They Campecl at Bath, Green Co., Ohio for one month
during’ which time ]onathan was eng’ag’ecl in ])uying’ provisions for the camp.
They had traveled 251 miles and arrived there July 28. On the way, tlley were
met ])y the Sheriff and his deputies, who took Jonathan and two other
brethren and put them in prison in Mansfield, July 16. The next morning tlley
were taken to court and chargecl with ])eing' stockholders in the Kirtland
Satety Society Bank. The charg’e was not sustained and tlley were released at
noon. Church history notes that Jonathan was mistaken for ]osep}l Young.
"We were g’lad and thanked the Lord for deliverance out of the hands of our

enemies," ]onat}lan recorded.

By way of summary, during the long‘ and wearisome trek of 870 miles
from Kirtland to Far West tlley were compellect to halt trequently to repair
broken wagons, replace worn out oxen, nurse the sick and loury the dead. It
is recorded that 15 miles was considered a g’ooct ctay’s journey. There were
instances where contracts were taken for l)uil(ling’ roads, l)ri(lges, harvesting’
crops, and doing’ other lines of work to earn momney and to restock their
needed supply of food and provisions. Itwas notan intrequent occurrence to
be denied camping places in the open, near settlements, and often tlley were
refused the sale of food for themselves and their animals for cash, because they

were toun(l to t)e Mormons.

Having been en route three months, laclzing’ four ctays, this weary band
of over a half thousand pilg’rims came happily to their journey's end at Far
West, Missouri on Tuesclay, October 2,1838 at 5:00 p.m. - then the Western
frontier of America. Five miles from the city tlley were met, and escorted into
the city l)y the First Presiclency. They campecl on the pu])lic square around
the foundation of the Temple. (Tl‘lis temple was never completecl.)

The tollowing’ clay the camp was moved out to Ambrosial Creelz, led 13y
the Prophet Josepll. Their journey was at an en(]., and Far West was now
desig’nated as the tlea(lquarters of the Church. Jonathan was given a certificate
l)y the Prophet, stating that he was in g’ood stan(].ing’ and authorized to preacll



the g’ospel. This was made necessary to disting’uish the tried and true leaders
from those who were clissenting‘ and turning against the prop}let.

The mob activity followed them to Far West and a short time later,
Governor Boggs issued his order for the Mormons to be exterminated, that
there should be no Mormon left in the state. Many atrocities were committed
against the Saints and tlley again had to "move on.” Jonathan and his cousin
Henry Harriman, were part of a group of five that were allowed to pass
throug’h Davies County and retrieve the laelong'ing's of those who had fled the
county. In Felaruary 1839, the Hales moved to Quincy, Ilinois, thus en(].ing’
the terrible conditions endured 13y the Saints.

The state of Illinois, tllroug’ll its Governor, its county and municipal
officers, extended welcome hands to the exiled Saints, and tlley l)eg’an
g’athering’ into that state 13y hundreds and l)y thousands. The propllet and
some of the other leaders were confined in Lil)erty Jail at this time. Certain
others of the apostles became panic stricken before the mol), and fled to other
parts. Some apostatize(l and never came back, while others later returned.
The people were scattered over a wide area, like sheep without a shephercl.
Brigham Young, then President of the Quorum of Twelve Apostles, g’athered
about him the leacling’, depenclal)le and 1oya1 men of the Church. Jonathan
was among this group. He spent about five weeks there, pursuing the work
assig’ned to him.

Jonathan made acquaintance of a Mr. Robert Stilson, who owned a farm
about 20 miles east of Quincy. Tlley made an agreement for Jonathan to rent
the farm for two years. Ionat}lan could lzeep all he could produce on the {arm,
as well as be paid for any improvements he macle, such as fences and
l)uil(ling's. Therefore he was able to provi(le a home for his family, and
eventually had enoug’h to outfit himself with a good wagon, team, harness and
the other thing’s he needed for the next move with the Saints. The leaders of
the Church had alrea(].y decided to find a new location somewhere on the
Ilinois side of the Mississippi, and extend the settlement over into lowa.

While at the Stilson £arm, the family was blessed with their fifth Chilcl, who

was namecl Solomon.

In April 1839, the Prophet was allowed to escape, and he returned
clirectly to Quincy. He and the brethren immecliately l)eg’an to lay plans for
another g’athering’ place. He purchased a larg’e tract of land at Commerce
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(1ater renamed Nauvoo). On May 4-6 the Prophet conducted a conference and
org’anized a Stake. Missions were set in order and the Saints were g’reatly
heartened. Jonathan participated in this conference. The Prophet left with
P P P
his family and established themselves in Nauvoo. Later in the month, the
Church purchased the town of Nasl'wille, Lee Count , Towa as well as
P Yy

Montrose, lowa, across the river from Nauvoo.

By December, Jonathan had his affairs enough in order to leave on
another mission. On 18 December 1839, he directed his course across the
southern portion of Illinois, tllroug’ll Indiana and over into Kentuclzy. Elder
Lewis Zieg’ler accompanie(]. him for a certain distance. The rest of his mission
was apparently conducted alone. In February he returned home to Quincy,

having traveled approximately 1000 miles.

The observation is made at this time that if ]onathan H. Hale ever
found fault with the Church or its leaders, if he ever felt discourag’ed or to
complain of his heavy burdens, if he ever doubted or hesitated in his onward
course, there is not a word in all that he ever wrote to indicate it. The author
of the book has painstalzing’ly read everything which Jonathan himself is
known to have written, and has as Well, carefully examined all that has been
written about him. Of comparatively few men of those days can such in fact
be said. This reveals the steadfastness and trustworthiness of the man.

The next two years were spent Worlzing’ the farm and atten(ling’ to
Church duties. This was the first time that Aroet 12, and Rachel 11, had the
opportunity to attend school. By the spring of 1841, the family had been able
to replace the losses suffered from the mobs. Jonathan settled his business
relations with Mr. Stilson reg’arcling’ the farm, loaded all his earthly l)elong’ing’s
into the wagon, and with his wife and four children headed for Nauvoo, the
new g’athering’ place, about 50 miles north.

A {ive-clay conference was held in April, and Jonathan was ordained a
Hig’l‘l Priest, and set apart as counselor to the newly called Bisllop Newel K.
Whitney of the Middle Ward of Nauvoo. The cornerstones for the temple
were also placecl at this conference. In Aroet's personal history, he wrote,
"Father l)egan hauling rock for the Temple, and never ceased until he had pai(].
up two and one-half years back tithing’." ]onathan carried on throug’h the year
1841, completing’ a home for his family, improving and farming‘ his land,
loolzing’ after his duties in the Bishopric of the Middle Ward, and worlzing’ on
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the Temple. By November 1842, }Daptisms for the dead, which had been

performe(l in the river, were for the first time commenced in the Laptismal
font in the Temple.

While in Nauvoo, Olive and ]onathan were favored with the birth of
their sixth child, their fourth laoy, whom they named Jonathan Elipl’lalet Hale.
But this child lived only 6" months, and died in Nauvoo, 22 July 1842.

The city continued to grow. At the conference in July, at the grove, Joseph
Smith approximated the audience to be about 8,000 people. On 6 August
1842, Joseph uttered a prophecy to a group of lnretlu'en, that the Saints would
continue to be persecuted and would be driven to the Roclzy Mountains.
"Many will apostatize, others will be put to death l)y our persecutors, or lose
their lives in consequence of exposure or disease; some of you will live to go
and assist in malzing’ settlements and build cities and see the Saints become
a mig’}lty people in the midst of the Rocley Mountains." In August Ionathan
was called to be Bishop of the Ninth Ward of Nauvoo.

The generous and lzin(lly nature of Bisl'xop Hale and his devoted wife
may clearly be seen in their action in talzing’ into their home William and Peter
Winward - two l)oys about 12 and 10 years of age, who had been left homeless
and alone upon the death of their father in Nauvoo, in October 1842.
William was very ill at the time and Sister Hale was four months in nursing
him back to health. The laoys were taken care of in this hospita]ale home for
about a year and a half, when BiSl’lOP Hale found desirable places for them on
farms near the City of Nauvoo. Their mother was in England, but the l)oys
declined to go back to that country. Tl’ley eventuauy came to Utah, Lecoming’
active and influential citizens with splendid families. William located in
South Jor(lan and Peter in Payson.

In the Winter of 1842, Jonathan was elected an assessor and tax
collector, served on a jury and was appointecl a recorder of l)aptisms for the
dead. In 1843 he was reappointe(]. tax collector and assessor, as well as a
district School Director.

In January of 1844, at a council meeting in Nauvoo, it was decided and
announced that Iosepll Smith would be a candidate for the President of the
United States. ]oseph declare(l, "Tt is morauy impossil)le for this people, in

justice to themselves, to vote for the reelection of President Van Buren - a
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man who criminally neg’lected his duties as Chief Magistrate in the cold and
unblushing’ manner which he did, when appealed to for aid in the Missouri

difficulties. . . ."

The council selected 337 men to take special missions to all the states
of the Union presenting "General Smith's views on the powers and policy of
the g’eneral government," and llolcling' conferences and preaching’ the g’ospel,
"where opportunities present.” Bishop Hale's assignment was to the State of
Maine. This was his sixth mission. We do not have details of his mission, but

know that he performecl it.

The Hale home in Nauvoo was g’la(],clened loy the birth of a second
daughter, Olive Susan, born on 14 March 1844.

It needs to be mentioned here that Jonathan was a member of the
Nauvoo Legion, along’ with his other duties. The Prophet held the position
of Lieut. General, and ]onat}lan H. Hale, that of Lieut. Colonel. We also need
to note that Jonathan's son Aroet, a huslzy lad of 16, is listed among the
members of the Nauvoo Legion band, in which he playecl as drummer.

In the Spring of 1844, the prophet was apprised of a secret movement
])eing’ org’anizecl to take his life, as well as the lives of several other leading’
men of the Church, inclucling’ the Prophet's brother Hyrum. The destruction
of the press of The Nauvoo Expositor after printing only one issue of
inﬂammatory remarks about the Mormons, was all that was needed to incite
mobs to action. ]oseph and Hyrum were taken to jail in Carthag’e, the Nauvoo
Legion was relieved of their arms and ammunition, and a pall of gloom sprea«l

over Nauvoo.

Jonat}lan recorded a day l)y day account of what transpire(l from 18
June until 7 ]uly 1844. The Legion members had been left to arm themselves
with privately owned arms. On 6 ]uly a letter came from the Governor which

dismissed the Legion, except police. On 7 July, all provisions were put into
the hands of the Bishops for the poor.

Brig’ham Young and most of the twelve were on missions when the
Prophet was killed. It was about a month before tlley heard the news, upon
which they immecliately l)eg’an their return journey to Nauvoo.



Brig’ham recorded in his journal on 21 Fe]oruary 1844 the suhject of
their council meeting that day. The Prophet ]oseph directed the Twelve "to
select an exploring’ company to go to California to select a location for the
settlement of the Saints. It was ag’reecl that the company should number

twenty-{ive."

At the special conference held on 8 October 1844, the members
unanimously sustained the Quorum of Twelve with Brig’ham Young at their
head, as leaders of the Church. Immediately tlley set about putting tl‘ling's in
order and calling’ missionaries to various parts of the United States and
Englancl. At this same conference "President Young proceeded to select men
from the Hig’h Priests' Quorum to go abroad in all the Cong’ressional districts
of the United States, to presi(le over the Branches of the Church." Among’

those so selected was Jonathan H. Hale. This was his seventh mission.

Meanwhile, all along’, ]onathan was active in the official ranks of the
Nauvoo Legion, which was lzept in good org'anize(l form as minutemen, for

protection of the people and their property in Nauvoo. Sometime between

Septeml)er 12 and the 5th of Octol)er, ]onathan was made Colonel-President
of the 3rd Regiment, 2nd Cohort, of the Nauvoo Legion. This is evidenced
l)y an orig’inal document of the Legion where the Acljutant Pro tem and
Secretary, certi£y over his signature a list of the officers on 5 October 1844.

With the ]:)eginning' of another year, another mission call came to
Jonathan from the General Authorities. This was a “special" mission which
was in addition to the duties he already had. Forty-six brethren were
appointe(l "to collect donations and titlling for the Temple in Nauvoo, and for
other purposes, llaving compliecl with all necessary requirements l)y entering
into bonds to our entire satisfaction. We hope they will be received as such
l)y all people wherever tlley may travel." Thus read the official certificate given

these special missionaries.

Early in this year, two seriously sig’nificant movements loeg’an to take
form. Omne was dark and forebode much evil - it was the g’athering’ cloud of
mo])ocracy and persecution. The other, which grew out of the first, was a
definite plan laeg’inning to take form toward a wholesale migration of the
Saints to the great West.
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Brother Brig’ham said the temple must be Completed first; so Jonat}lan
and the other special agents of the Church increased their activity and were
able to Lring’ in sufficient funds to make possil)le the laying' of the capstone on
the sacred edifice I)y May of this year. William Clayton wrote in his Journal
under date of 24 May 1845: "The last stone is laid upon the Temple, and I
pray the Almig’hty, in the name of Jesus, to defend us in this place and sustain

us until the Temple is finished and we have all got our endowments."

By Septem])er, conditions had become so serious that President Young
appointed Jonathan Hale and certain other men to "forthwith assist with
teams, the brethren in the country to move their best grain as well as their
families into Nauvoo" for protection. In response to this call of distress,
]onathan and his committee speedily got tog’ether and sent out 134 teams and
wagons to }Dring' in the persecuted Saints scattered in the country districts of

Ilinois and Iowa.

The temple was completed enoug’h to permit the holding’ of General
Conference within its Walls, 5 October 1845, attended loy about five thousand
of the faithful. This was the first and the last conference of the Church held

in this holy sanctuary.

The attentions and energies of the Saints turned toward preparations
to evacuate their beautiful city and commence an unparalleled pilg’rimag’e to
the great West. Nauvoo was then the larg’est city in Ilinois, triple the size of
Chicag’o.

On 11 October 1845 a special meeting was called 1)y President Young
to organize 25 companies "with captains of hundreds" preparatory to the great
move. Jonathan H. Hale was made Captain of Company No. 21. Parley P.
Pratt calculated that an outfit which every family of five persons would
require, should consist of the following’: 1 good wagon, 3 sheep, 1000 poun(].s
flour, 1 rifle and ammunition, 3 yolze of cattle, 25 pounds of sugar, 1 tent
and tent poles, 2 cows, and 2 beef cattle. All this was to cost about $250 if
the family had nothing’ to Legin with, except clotlling', Leclcling’ and coolzing'
utensils. The weig’ht would be about 2700 poun(],s, inclu(ling’ the family, but
counting on the family to walk most of the way, would reduce the load to

about 1900 pouncls.
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Nauvoo preSente(i a t)usy scene in those days. Men were hurrying’ to
and fro collecting’ wagons and putting them in repair; the roar of the smith's
forge was well nigh perpetual. Brigham Young and his associates studied
maps and reports of the Great Salt Lake basin. Thus passe(i the year 1845.

There is but little mention in the book of the Temple. We do know that
both Jonathan and Olive received their endowments on 22 December 1845
and that they were sealed on 27 January 1846. Heber C. Kimball and
]onathan Hale arrang’e(]. for Aroet Hale to be ordained an Elder and receive his
endowments. Then ]onatl'ian, at Apostle Kimball's request, let Aroet
accompany the Kimball party as teamster. Bishop Hale remained in Nauvoo
to l'ielp the people secure outfits and traveling’ equipment. This was
particularly a difficult task in the cases of many who had neither equipment,
nor money with which to purchase. By March the great caravan, org’anizecl
into companies, was on its way westward across the plains of Towa, and lay the

first of June, more than 900 wagons were on the road.

Jonathan succeeded in outtitting' his company and ttley were on their
way in early June. Aroet had returned to tielp him, and met him part way.
The company sately arrived at Council Blutts, a distance of 300 miles on 16
July 1846.

On 13 July 1846, President Young met with military men representing
the United States with a request for a battalion of men to ilelp tig’ht the war
with Mexico. Four companies were raised. A few (iays later, Bishop Hale and
Aroet attended another meeting where another company was raised. Aroet
steppeti forward to volunteer, but was counseled 1)y Heber Kimball to remain
to tlelp his tamily. Jonathan had a broken leg’, and Olive was expecting
another child. Aroet took the counsel and staye(i with the tamily.

The Saints continued to arrive i)y the 1’1111’1(11'6(15, and it was obvious that
tliey would have to remain the winter in Council Bluffs. On 17 July 1846,
the (iay after Jonathan's arrival, another meeting was held. Several men were
selected to be BiS}lOPS and assist the families of the Battalion members. Tliey
also were to assist in t)ring’ing‘ the poor who had been left in Nauvoo, and not
stop until all who wanted to come were able. Jonatllan H. Hale was one of the
men selected for this purpose. Four ctays later, another meeting was called
and twelve men were called to presicle in all matters spiritual and temporal.
Both Heman Hycle and Jonathan were called to this position. That same day
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he was given the assignment, with two others to go to Fort Leavenworth and

receive the pay from the Battalion members on behalf of their families.

On 27 August 1846, Olive gave birth in a tent, on the g’rounct, to a
daug’hter, Clarissa Martha. She was the fourth ctaug’l'xter, and the eig’hth and
last child born to this union.

At the hig’ll council meeting held on 5 Septem])er 1840, the startling
announcement was given, "Bishop Jonathan H. Hale is dead." Even though
weary clear tllroug'll, he was always "at his post” tilling’ the calling’s and
assignments that had been given him. He eventually came down with malaria,
so common in the camp at this time. He was forced to lie down to rest, never
to get up again. He died at the age of 46 years. Just four (lays later, his
faithful wife Olive, then sick in her tent with ]:)at)y Clarissa, now weak and
weary of ]:)ody and mind, had come to the end of her earthly pilg’rimag’e.
Olive, with her devoted husbanct, had borne the relentless persecutions,
hardships and privations. She could go mno farther, and she joine& her
husband on 8 Septeml)er 1846. As if this were not enoug’h, little Olive Susan,
then two and a half years of agde, died of the same malacty on 15th of
Septeml)er. And l)al)y Clarissa Martha succumbed on the 18th of Septemloer.
She was just 22 days old.

When Jonat}lan was on his sick bed, he called his tamily near to counsel
them and bid them g’oodlaye. He gave them his lnlessing’ and said, "Stand ]oy
the Faith and continue on with Brother Brig’ham and Brother Heber to the
Roclzy Mountains. It is God's work and we must not fail. Do not be
persuaclecl to turn back, even thoug’h our relatives insist upon it. Go with the

Church and God will bless and preserve you."

Shortly before Olive died, she called the children to her side and
showered upon them the affection and love that only such a Mother could
bestow. She realized that with her going, the children would be left alone, and
she admonished them to follow the counsel given them l)y their (].ying’ Father,
to go with President Young and the Brethren to the mountains, and to remain
true and faithful. Then she turned to Aroet, who was the oldest in the tamily,
and asked him to promise that he would see that this was done. When Aroet
answered that he would do so, Olive smiled sweetly, and said she could now
"go with Jonathan." She then peacetully passecl over to him.
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While in Nauvoo, Olive had made temple robes for herself and
Jonathan. They were buried in these robes in a grave that would also hold
their little daughters. The other four children were now orphans, left to make
the trek to the west, lzeeping' the faith, and lzeeping' the promises made to
faithful parents.

Source: Bishop Jonathan H. Hale of Nauvoo His Life and Ministry, by Heber Q. Hale 1938
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