HISTORY OF SIMON SHELBY EPPERSON 1871 - 1950

Simon Shelby Epperson, seventh son of Sidney Hiram (Hyrum)
Epperson and Mary Jane Robey (pioneers of 1852) was born in Midway,
Wasatch County, Utah, in a pioneer log house in the old string fort 12 January
1871. The snow was three feet deep and father said it was a mighty cold day,
because his feet had never been warm since.

He married Lydia Melissa Smith 4 April 1890, at the Smith Grove in
Midway. After their marriage they spent two winters in Provo, Utah, where he
finished his education, graduating from the old Brigham Young Academy in
1892. He taught school in Midway for the next seven vears. He told us how
often, during the cold winters the snow would be so deep they would have to
drive horses to break trails for the children to get to school. When they
arrived they would be half frozen and he would gather them around the
"pot-bellied" stove to get warm. He would hang the coats, caps, and mittens to
dry and then he would take off the shoes of the younger children and rub their
little hands and feet until they were warm.

Father was active in the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints
and while he lived in Midway he worked in all of the Church Auxiliary
Organizations: Sunday School teacher, class leader in the Young Men's MIA,
and was Ward Clerk and Chorister of the Midway First Ward under Bishop
Henry Coleman for seven years.

In 1894 they built a two room home in the northeast section of Midway,
cater- cornered (we called it kitty-cornered) across the street from the First
Ward Meeting House. In 1907 they added a kitchen, two bedrooms, bathroom,
and one room basement, also the west front porch and the south bedroom
porch. They were the first family in Midway to have hot and cold water and
bath in their home.

Simon served as secretary of the Midway Town Corporation, and
secretary of the Midway Water Works and Irrigation Company. He spent two
vears on the road with a wagon and team of horses selling ranges for the
"Home Comfort Range’ company, and worked for two years for the
Consolidated Wagon and Machine Company. He served 13 years, 1906-1919,
as Branch Manager of the Studebaker Brothers Company at Heber City, first
selling wagons, buggies, sleighs, harness, etc., and later Studebaker
Automobiles.

Father loved horses and he and mother always drove a beautiful horse
or a matched team. In the book "HOW BEAUTIFUL UPON THE
MOUNTAINS" by the Wasatch Chapter of the Daughters of the Utah







