LYDIA MELISSA SMITH EPPERSON
1873-1956

Lydia Melissa Smith, eighth child of Benjamin Mark Smith and
Elizabeth Agnes Wood, pioneers of 1852, was born August 2, 1873, at Midway,
Wasatch County, Utah. She was the first child born on the Smith farm on
Snake Creek. Her brother, Warren, was sent on horseback for Margaret
Watkins, the midwife for grandma Smith.

She was baptized the 18th of December and confirmed a member of the
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints January 13, 1882. She married
Simon Shelby Epperson April 4, 1890, at Smith Grove, a large stand of trees
on her father's property. She was sweet sixteen and he was her school teacher
and often kept her after school, and a favorite expression of endearment
throughout their married life was "my sweet little school girl."

Lydia was re-baptized March 15, 1896, by Attewall Wootton, Sr., and
confirmed March 15, 1896, by her father Benjamin Mark Smith. She and her
eight brothers and sisters traveled to Salt Lake City where they were sealed to
their parents June 4, 1902. Mother said, "When we were sealed to Ma and Pa
President Joseph F. Smith said they had never seen anything like nine living
married children all there to be sealed to their parents."” Lydia received her
Temple Recommend October 17, 1902, and was sealed to her hushand Simon
Shelby Epperson, and their five children in the Salt Lake Temple October 20,
1902.

On 20 September 1891 their first daughter Jennie Agnes, was born. In
1894 they moved into their own home and on 6 June 1894 their second
daughter, Vida Lydia arrived. Then came Simon Doyle 5 June 1897 and Edith
Rosedale 20 June 1899.

In May 1901 father decided to go on the road selling ranges for the
‘Home Comfort Range’ company. For two years he would be away for months
at a time traveling by team and wagon as far as Vernal, Utah, and Evanston,
Wyoming. He would stop at ranches and farms selling ranges and would stay
with the people he sold to or would camp out in his wagon on the road. He
wrote mother two or three times a week and would let her know which town
he was headed for so she could write to him. Sometimes it would be a week or
two before he would get her letters.

It was while father was in the Wyoming area that tradgey struck his
wife and children. Vida and then Edith came down with diphtheria. It was
such a dread disease they wouldn't let anyone go near. Mother told how






